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DEPARTMENT 



 No firearms or ammunition is allowed in the 
training facility at any time 

 During simunitions training all participants 
shall wear :  

 Eye protection (Simunitions helmets) 

 Ballistic vest 

 Clothing that identifies them as Law Enforcement 

 Even though were using simunitions rounds, 
general firearms safety rules still apply. 



 Active Shooter-An ongoing event where an individual 
or individuals have suddenly begun acts of extreme 
violence against innocent civilians.  These acts are not 
exclusively committed with firearms but other 
weapons may also be used (knives, bombs, vehicles, 
etc) 

 Active Shooter Response-The rapid commitment of 
law enforcement personnel with two primary goals: 
 To intervene with deadly force if necessary to stop the suspects’ 

actions thereby preventing further death and injury 

 To rescue as many victim’s as possible under the circumstances 
at hand 



 Barricaded Suspect-The suspect establishes some form 
of “stronghold” position of advantage rather than 
trying to flee the scene.  This may be preplanned or 
spontaneous.  The suspect may have taken hostages 
and is currently holding them in barricaded location.  
There may be no indication that the suspect is currently 
causing death or injury. 

 





 



 The circumstances of justifiable 
homicide change from when 
"overcoming actual resistance to the 
execution of some legal process or in 
the discharge of any other legal 
duty" to "the homicide results from 
a peace officer's use of force that 
is in compliance with PC 835a." 
 



 PC 835a(a) added to reflect legislative 
intent including:  

 Use of force authority conferred on 
peace officers is a serious 
responsibility. 

 Deadly force should be used only when 
necessary. 



Use of force decisions are to be 
evaluated carefully and from a 
"reasonable officer" perspective. 

 Individuals with disabilities may 
be affected in their ability to 
understand or comply with peace 
officer commands 



 PC 835a(b) amends reasonable 
force standard to "objectively 
reasonable force"   

 



 PC 835a(c)(1) amends deadly force 
standards to include "totality of the 
circumstances" when:  

 

defending against imminent threat 
of death or serious bodily injury 

 apprehending fleeing persons for 
felony  

 



 involving threatened or actual 
death or serious bodily injury  

immediate apprehension is 
reasonably believed to be 
needed 

requires, when reasonable, 
that officers 
identify themselves and warn 
of intent to use force 

 



 PC 835a(c)(2) includes prohibition on 
using deadly force against persons 
who pose a danger only to themselves. 

 PC 835a(d) amends self-defense 
language to include objectively 
reasonable force. 

 PC 835a(e) added definitions 
for deadly force, imminent, 
and totality of the circumstances. 

 



 AB 1598 (Rodriguez) 

 Fire and Law  Enforcement must train together 
to respond to active shooter incidents 

 Fire willing to go into “warm zones” 
determined by LE as long as they have 
protective equipment (body armor, helmets) 

 Rescue Task Force-LE provide force protection 
for EMS personnel 

 
 



 Force evaluation considerations 

 Judged from the perspective of a reasonable 
officer (reasonableness standard) 

 Officer with the same or similar training and 
experience 

 Facing similar circumstances 

 Act the same way or use similar judgment 

 Does not have to be the best decision, only a 
reasonable one 

 



 Examined through the eyes of an officer on the 
scene at the time the force was applied 

 No matter how compelling the evidence is to 
be found later 

 Toy gun 

 Based on the facts and circumstances 
confronting the officer without regard to the 
officer’s underlying intent or motivation 

 Based on the knowledge that the officer acted 
properly under the established law at the time 

 



LIFE THREATENING FELONY / CRIME OF 
VIOLENCE 

 

 Threatens an officer with a weapon or is 
believed to be armed. 

 Committed a crime involving the infliction or 
threatened infliction of serious physical harm. 



LIFE THREATENING ESCAPE 

 

 Poses significant threat to officers or others if 
allowed to escape. 

 Deadly force may be used if reasonably 
necessary to prevent escape. 

 Where feasible a verbal warning should be 
given. 

 

 



• “Officers thus need not avail themselves of the 
least intrusive means of responding to an 
exigent situation; they need only act within that 
range of conduct we identify as reasonable.” 

• Officers need not experiment with force by 
escalating (or de-escalating) from one level of 
force to another. 

• Force must be reasonable and justified 

 



 Lexipol Policy 300-Use of Force 

 Lexipol Policy 310-Officer Involved Shootings 

 Lexipol Policy 424-Rapid Response And  
            Deployment Policy 

 Know your department policy. 

 Always insure your actions are within 
department policy. 

 

 



 When deciding on a course of action officers should 
consider:  
 

 (a) Whether sufficient personnel are available on-scene to 
advance on the suspect. Any advance on a suspect should 
be made using teams of two or more officers whenever 
reasonably possible.  
 

 (b) Whether individuals who are under imminent threat can 
be moved out of danger with reasonable safety. 

   
 (c) Whether the officers have the ability to effectively 

communicate with others in the field.  
 

 (d) Whether planned tactics can be effectively deployed. 



 (e) The availability of rifles, shotguns, shields, control 
devices and any other appropriate tools, and whether the 
deployment of these tools will provide a tactical advantage.  
 

 (f) In a case of a barricaded suspect with no hostages and no 
immediate threat to others, officers should consider 
summoning and waiting for additional assistance (special 
tactics and/or hostage negotiation team response).  
 

 (g) If a suspect is actively engaged in the infliction of serious 
bodily harm or other life-threatening activity toward others, 
the officer should take immediate action, if reasonably 
possible, to stop the threat presented by the suspect while 
calling for additional assistance. 



 Almost any type of location* 
 Schools = 24%-34%-24% 

 Businesses  -47%-37%-45% 
 Office buildings = 11% 

 Open commercial areas = 24% 

 Factories = 12% 

 Other = 21%-29% 
 Residence, Health Care, Government, Religious 

 Outside area 20%-29% 

 Multiple locations 15%-20% 
*NYPD      TSUSM     FBI 



 Suicide: 40% 

 Surrender: 7% 

 Stopped by citizens:  18%-19% 

 Stopped by police: 28%-30% 

 Escapes:  5% 

 36% ended in 2 minutes or less 

 69% ended in 5 minutes or less (FBI)  

 
 



HISTORY OF ACTIVE 
SHOOTERS  

 
 



 May 18, 1927 

 Andrew Keyhoe 

 45 Dead/58 wounded 

 Blew up school house 

 Suicide truck bomb 

 



 August 1, 1966 

 Charles Whitman 

 “I have had unusual & irrational thoughts” 

 17 Dead & 31 Wounded 

 



 July 18th, 1984 

 22 dead and 19 wounded 

 James Huberty  

  “Hunting humans,  society had its chance.” 

     

 



 April 20, 1999 

 Eric Harris & Dylan Klebold 

 Planted bombs at another location to distract 
LE 

 "killing enemies, blowing up stuff, killing 
cops!! My wrath for January's incident will be 
godlike. Not to mention our revenge in the 
commons.”  

 



      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Virginia Tech 
• April 16, 2007 
• Seung-Hui Cho shoots 32 students to 

death and wounds 29 more, and kills 
himself. 

• Cho was previously diagnosed with  
severe anxiety issues and was         
recently accused of stalking two      
females on campus and ordered            
into treatment 

• One of the deadliest Active Shooter 
incident in American History 

 
 



 Pulse Nightclub 

 June 12, 2016 

 Omar Mateen kills 49 people and wounds 53 others 

 Shortly before the shooting Mateen calls 911 and 
swears allegiance to a terrorist organization 



• There are multiple Active Shooter incidents that 
occur every year around the world.   

 

• This is not unique to the United States. 

 

• Terrorism events can appear very similar in 
nature to active shooter incidents. 

 





 Law Enforcement’s first Responsibility? 

 Stop the Killing/Wounding 

 You may have to pass over victims in need of help 

 

 

 Fire/EMS Responsibility? 

 Stop the bleeding/dying 

 



 Hostages/Active Shooter victims 

 

 Innocent Civilians 

 

 Law Enforcement 

 

 



 Quickly assessment of the situation 

 

 Is the killing/wounding happening now? 

 

 Is there a miscommunication between the RP and 
dispatch? 

 

 Is it a barricaded suspect? 

 

 Do we have victims down? 
 

 

 



 Handgun or Long gun? 

 Hands on? 

 Ammo? 

 Shotgun or Rifle? 

 

 Slugs or Buckshot? 

 



 Never assume about the condition of a weapon, 
especially yours! 

 Laser Rule 

 Master Grip 

 Be sure of your target,  

        its backstop, what’s  

        between & beyond 

 Retrieve items safely & 

        tactically 
 



 Protective Equipment? (other then weapons) 

 Helmets 

 Ballistic Shields 

 Plate Carriers 

 Identifiable Equipment (ID card, Badge, etc) 

 Medical Kit (tourniquet, dressings, quick clot, etc.) 

 Flashlight 



 Position Patrol Unit as cover 

 Can serve as the Initial Command Post/rally 
point 

 Move to a better vantage point if safe and 
tactically sound 

 If possible Contact and fleeing victims 

 Direct them where to go 

 Collect intel and communicate (stay professional) 

 If possible don’t allow them to just flee 



 Start requesting resources as soon as possible 

 Avoid as much as possible bringing 
responding units into a “kill zone” 



 Safe location 

 Unified Command 

 Communication with Contact/Rescue Teams 

 Keep track of personnel/assignments 

 Contact with EMS (RTF) 

 Contact with outside agencies 

 Establish staging areas 

 

 

 



 Mission 

 Locate suspect as soon as possible 

 Limit/stop further movement 

 End the violence & stop deadly behavior 

 Communicate progress  

 to follow up units 

 Provide intel on suspect,  

 victims, IED’s, etc. 

 

 



 Factors affecting a contact team’s size 

 Location to be searched 

 

 Extended ETA/Lack of availability 

 

 Capabilities of the officers/equipment 

 

 Different formations 

 

 Intel on suspect’s location & actions 

 



 Assignments 

 Team Leader-Responsible for Communication and 
directing the teams movements 

 Point Officer-Long cover 

 Cover Officer (Assistant Team Leader) 

 Rear Guard 



 Team Leaders “own” the air 

 

 Communications limited to their broadcasts 
and emergency traffic only. 

 

 First Team Leader decides on initial entry into 
building. Other teams may use same path to 
avoid “blue on blue” 

 



 2 man blocking  

                       FORWARD THREAT AREA 



 3 Officer “V” Formation 

 

     Point Officer    Team Leader    
 

 

 

 

Rear 

Guard 



 4 Officer Diamond Formation 

 

 

                    
 

 

 



 4 Officer “T” Formation 

 

 

                    



 5 Officer Diamond Formation 

 

 

                    
 

 

 



 5 Officer “T” Formation 

 

 

                    
 

 

 



 Stacked  (Single Column) 

 

  wall    Point Officer 

 

      Cover Officer 

 

      Team Leader 

 

      Rear Guard 



 Contact teams can become rescue teams when the 
killing/wounding has stopped 

 Mission Tasks 
 Enter location and find any victims 

 Rescue of victims who are gravely wounded and delay could 
result in their deaths 

 



 Mission Tasks (cont) 

 Extract to safe CCP or triage area 

 Interior location 

 Exterior location 

 Notify CP and/or medical personnel 

 Extra teams as needed 

 



 Encountering victims 

 Responsive 

  Verbalize  

  Ambulatory 

  With help or can self evacuate 

  Can’t self evacuate 

 Non-responsive 

  Look, listen & feel  

  Dead? 

  Unconscious? 
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 Multiple victims will require expansion of the 
team’s size and/or multiple rescue teams 

 

 Switch to contact team responsibilities if 
necessary 



 HOT Zone – An uncontrolled area where there is 
known hazard or life threat that is direct and 
immediate. Rescue Task Force teams will not be 
deployed into a Hot Zone.  

 WARM Zone – Areas that law enforcement has cleared    
where there is minimal or mitigated threat. Considered 
clear but not secure. This is where rescue task force 
teams deploy with force protection to treat victims.  

 COLD Zone – Areas where there is little or no threat 
and has been secured by law enforcement (i.e. Casualty 
Collection Points). Areas where EMS and mutual aid 
resources will stage to triage, treat and transport 
victims once removed from the warm zone 



 Firefighters/paramedics & officers as one element  
who go into the Warm Zones to help victims 

 Officers must stay with the unit to maintain security 
 If the rescue task force encounters the suspects, some officers 

need to switch and become a contact team while others stay 
with EMS personnel 

 Team Leader makes tactical decisions while Fire 
Captain/Paramedic has the responsibility for medical 
issues 



 Urban vs Rural 

 Urban areas provide more cover but can also be for 
ambush 

 Rural areas are open larger vehicles/helicopters can 
be used to assist with the rescue but also provide the 
least amount of cover and concealment 

 Casualty Collection Point 

 Cover and Concealment 





 Exterior doors 

 Obvious entry points could be the most dangerous 

 Consider using “Bounding Overwatch” technique rather than all 
moving up together 

 Alternate breach points identified and used if possible 

 Exterior windows 

 Potential danger areas 

 “Spread out” vs. team packed together approach 

 Can also be tactically beneficial 

 Break & rake, gun porting, limited penetration 

 Entry and evacuation points 

 



 Interior doors 
 May have to move past unsecured areas to locate the suspect 

 

 “Read” the door & room beyond before opening 

 Which way does the door open 

 Is it a corner fed room or a center fed room  

 

 Don’t immediately enter after opening 

 Just opening the door may draw the suspects fire “Fatal 
Funnel” 

 

 



 Upon entry 

 Sensory overload 

 Dead, dying and wounded victims 

 Noise: Screams, gunfire, explosions, PA announcements, 
officers’ commands and attempts to communicate 

 Confusion (fog of war): Conflicting information on suspect’s 
location, victims wounded, non-responsive, refusing to come 
out of hiding 

 Sprinklers and fire/smoke alarms 

 Sights 

 Terrible in their impact on First Responders 

 Officers should be trained and prepared for the carnage 

 



 Sights 

 Very loud sounds/noises 

 



 Slicing the Pie 

 Hard corner checks 

 Pre-entry concerns 

 Modified entry 

 Cris-Cross entry 





    A technique used to gain a rapid evaluation of an area 
to be searched or cleared while minimizing officer 
exposure to possible threats.  This may be accomplished 
at windows as well as doors.  



 “READ” THE DOOR 

 Hinges 

 Locking devices & condition 

 Automatic return & Door stops 

 Corner fed vs. Center fed rooms 

 

 DOOR OPENS IN OR OUT? 

 

 LIGHT SWITCH ON KNOB SIDE 

 



 Expect victims to cling to you 

 Quickly gather intel and communicate 
 Suspect info including last known location 

 Additional victims’ locations 

 Keys/Access cards 

 Give clear instructions 
 Stay in place 

 Go to the nearest safe/secured exit 

 Hands up and empty 
 No backpacks, purses, etc. 

 Announce as they go toward exits 

 Depending on your assignment check for injuries 
 They may not know they are wounded 



 If alive: 
 Give commands and see if the suspect will comply 

 Control the suspect’s movement & be ready to use 
lethal force if necessary 
 Suicide by cop 

 Position of advantage 

 Ours vs. the suspects 

 Try to work from behind cover 

 If you can see, you can be seen & if you can shoot you can be 
shot 

 Make the suspect come to you if possible (walking/crawling) 

 

 

 



 Don’t rush to get yourself shot. 

 Communication is mandatory 

 Verbal:  “Officers coming out!” 

 Visual:   Lead with non-gun hand out the door first.  

 Confirmation:  Look before exiting and then step out 
when safe 

 Preparation: Be ready 

 Officer out first, then victims, etc. 

 



 SWAT activation should be requested as soon as possible after 
identifying the incident as a true Active Shooter or Barricade event 

 

 Initial SWAT mission may be to take over containment from patrol 

 

 SWAT may still use the Contact/Rescue Team concepts with or 
without patrol participation 

 

 First responders may at least partially relinquish responsibilities 
once the full SWAT presence is on scene 

 

 Patrol officers may then be assigned to act in support of SWAT  



 



 No firearms or ammunition is allowed in the 
training facility at any time 

 During simunitions training all participants 
shall wear :  
 Eye protection (Simunitions helmets) 

 Ballistic vest 

 Clothing that identifies them as Law Enforcement 

 Duty Belt (with no weapons or ammo) 

 HT 

 Even though were using simunitions rounds, 
general firearms safety rules still apply. 


